
SPECIAL TOWN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
AUGUST 28, 2019 

Minutes of the Special Town Commission Meeting of the Town of Ocean Ridge held on Monday, 
August 28, 2019, at 2:30 PM in the Town Hall Commission Chambers. 

CALL TO ORDER (00:12) 
In the absence of Mayor Coz, the meeting was called to order by Vice Mayor MaGruder at 2:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL (00:24) 
Deputy Town Clerk Armstrong led the roll call, which was answered by the following: 

Commissioner Besler 
Mayor Coz 
Commissioner de Haseth 
Commissioner Hurlburt 
Vice Mayor MaGruder 

Absent 
Absent 
Present 
Present 
Present 

Let the record show that Commissioner Besler and Mayor Coz were absent with notice. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (00:38) 
Vice Mayor MaGruder led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (1:00) 
Christine Schulte, 7 Adams Road, asked Police Chief Hutchins if it would be advisable to leave 
her alarm system on when she leaves for the hurricane. Police Chief Hutchins stated she should 
aim to follow normal protocol as if no hurricane was coming, and if there's any malfunction 
within the system the Police Department would contact her. Mrs. Schulte also asked if there was 
any records of streets that usually lose power during storms. Vice Chair MaGruder stated that the 
loss of power depends on different factors such as the foliage around the power lines, but there is 
no way to know which exact streets will lose power. Mrs. Schulte reported that there is a 
condominium near her property that has yet to cut their trees. Police Chief Hutchins stated that 
there were several surveys done of trees near the power lines, and the Police Department has 
been in constant contact with multiple homeowners as well as Florida Power & Light (FPL). He 
further stated that there is no pattern of power loss, and that the loss of power will depend on 
where the fault is. He also advised that any foliage within 10 feet of an active line should be cut 
by professionals and not residents or inexperienced companies, as there was recently a report of a 
landscaper that got electrocuted while cutting a tree. 

RESOLUTIONS 
1. Resolution No. 2019-12: Resolution of the Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida, Declaring a State 

of Emergency Within the Town of Ocean Ridge. (08:07) 
Acting Town Manager Stevens explained that it is too early to predict the outcome of Hurricane Dorian, 
but a Special Meeting was called because it is the last day that a majority of Commissioners will be present 
in order to host a meeting. She informed the Commission that the Town is just taking necessary precautions, 
and that the resolution would grant the Police Chief and herself the proper authority necessary to make 
decisions and cany out their respective storm related duties if Governor DeSantis declares a State of 
Emergency. She read into the record the first Hurricane Dorian update which was later posted onto the 
website for the public. 

Commissioner de Haseth asked Acting Town Manager Stevens to recite the Town's hotline number for the 
public in attendance, and Acting Town Manager Stevens responded that the Town's hotline number is 561-
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738-6735, and further info1med residents that emergency links and phone numbers are listed on the website. 
Commissioner de Haseth requested that the microphone volumes be increased at the dais. 

Commissioner de Haseth asked Police Chief Hutchins at what category storm will the island be evacuated, 
and what would be the protocol to return to the island. Police Chief Hutchins stated that it is dependent on 
the storm track, and severity of estimated damage. He further stated that generally at the issuance of a 
hun-icane watch, an evacuation will likely be ordered for the barrier islands and low lying areas in Palm 
Beach County, and upon a Htmicane Warning, then a mandato1y evacuation will be issued by Palm Beach 
County in conjunction with a conference call that features Police Departments and Fire Rescue 
Depattments. He informed the Commission that an assessment will be conducted after the storm, and the 
assessment will determine whether a road block will be necessary or not. He mentioned that in some cases 
some residents may be allowed on the island while others are restricted if there is hazard situation in their 
area. He listed an example of when a stonn downed a live wire at the 1101thern island; therefore, they had 
to block residents from entering that island while everyone else was fine to go onto their prope1ty. He 
reported that the Police Depaitment will do its best to allow residents back onto their property as soon as it 
is considered safe. Commissioner de Haseth asked Police Chief Hutchins if he will continue to do updates 
on CivicReady. Police Chief Hutchins responded that it is the Town Manager's intention to provide updates 
as needed through CivicReady, and he recommended that residents sign up for CivicReady as soon as 
possible. Commissioner de Haseth asked if there was any way to inform the Police Depa1tment of neighbors 
that refuse to evacuate their properties. Police Chief Hutchins stated that there is no list taken, but the Police 
Depaitment will make eve1y effo1t to reach residents and recommend that they evacuate when necessaiy 
whether that is via social media, website updates, or face to face communication, but he cannot force people 
out of their homes. He explained that visitors or guests to the island can be made to leave, and advised that 
if a curfew is put in place, any residents that stay in Ocean Ridge will have to abide by the curfew. 
Commissioner de Haseth thanked Police Chief Hutchins for all the information provided. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder mentioned that the West side of Woolbright Bridge floods terribly, and therefore 
recommended to take other routes. Police Chief Hutchins clarified that the West side of Ocean Avenue and 
Woolbright Bridges both flood. 

Commissioner Hurlburt asked about when the draw bridges are mandated to go up. Police Chief Hutchins 
replied that the bridges do not go up, but rather stay down. He explained that after the winds hit 35- 40 
miles per hour, then the state & county would make the decision to lock down the draw bridges to keep 
them safe. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder called for Public Comment. 

Public Comment: David Hutchins, 33 Harbour Drive North, mentioned that one of his neighbors impacted 
street traffic because he placed a large amount of yard clippings by the street. Police Chief Hutchins noted 
that the curfew and trash regulations will be enforced, and anyone who does not comply will be cited. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder mentioned that yard clipping pick-ups are on Tuesday, and that residents should not 
aim to place any more yard clipping on their curbs as it won't get picked up, and it can cause blockage to 
the Town's drainage systems. Police Chief Hutchins noted that once a State of Emergency is issued then 
the Police Department will start enforcing hurricane policy. He also acknowledged the need for residents 
to clear their properties after a storm has occurred, but he urged for residents to follow protocols, and allow 
time to get all vegetation removed properly. Vice Mayor MaGruder noted that the town has several 
contractors that will pick-up debris after the storm. 

Public Comment: Adria McBride, 5 Fayette Drive, inquired about who would pick up personal belongings 
that have been left on the beach such as lawn chairs and paddle boards. Police Chief Hutchins responded 
that the person who owns the belongings is in charge of ensuring to remove them because the belongings 
are on private property. 
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Commissioner de Haseth moved to adopt Resolution 2019-12 as submitted; seconded by 
Commissioner Hurlburt. Motion carried 3-0. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting Adjourned at 3:08 PM. 

Minutes prepared by Deputy Town Clerk Armstrong, and adopted by the Town Commission on October 7, 
2019. 

ATTEST: 

Karla Arn1strong, Town Clerk 
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